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From the Rector: Revd Tom Benson
Dear Friends,
I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for all the help
over the activities in Lent and Holy Week. Shrove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday seem a long time away now. The Lent courses and all that we
learnt from each other. Palm Sunday, the Sunday communions offering us
a break from our fast. The Maundy Thursday service. The school services.
The Good Friday dramatised reading, the meditation. The services on
Easter morning. Plus all the times when we have prayed alone - sitting in
the presence of God, waiting to hear his voice in the stillness of our
hearts.
So often in life we find that when things are tough it is only the grace of
God that has seen us through and our common life here in these parishes
is no different. So I pray that whatever the future holds for us we never
lose sight of the fact that with our lives fully committed to God and with
the love of our fellow human beings at our centre there is always a way
forward.
Because although our journey is demanding at times, our destination is
the arrival at the place where God has always wanted us to be. Living in
close relationship with him, free from what damages our relationships
with God, each other and even ourselves. Today we have that relationship and our journey through Lent has helped our faith to strengthen and
be renewed.
Our hedgerows, valleys and fields all look so beautiful right now that it
seems right to give thanks for them. I offer this morning prayer from the
Celtic Community in Iona:
‘O Sun behind all suns,
I give you greeting this new day.
Let all creation praise you.
Let the daylight and the shadows praise you.
Let the fertile earth and the swelling sea praise you.
Let the winds and the rain,
The lightening and the thunder praise you.
Let all that breathes, praise you.
O God of Life, I give you praise this day.’
God Bless and have a happy and joyous summer. Tom
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This year, Christian Aid Week will take place from 15th to 21st May. In
Braishfield and Farley Chamberlayne a collection envelope will be delivered
to each household. If you could help, please contact Jane Bennett, 369109.
This year Christian Aid Week will focus on the plight of drought which
numerous countries around the world face. It recognises that droughts have
become more intense and more common because of the changing climate.
The impact on the world population is great, as it means that millions of
people around the world struggle to get the food and water that they
need.This year’s theme is based around helping to turn hunger into hope.
As our planet is changing, some people are feeling the effects more than
others. Weather extremes are now more frequent and more intense, and
the world is facing a climate crisis.
For the first time in a generation, global poverty is rising. Coronavirus,
conflict and the climate crisis are pushing more of our global neighbours
into a struggle for survival.
One country that is on the front lines of this crisis is Zimbabwe. In rural
Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women rely on farming to earn a living and
provide for their families. But the climate crisis has brought intense
droughts that have left their land barren. So far, Christian Aid has helped
over 27,000 people in Zimbabwe to stand strong and resilient to the climate
crisis. But there is still more to do.
In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like
Jessica’s.
The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have
robbed her of the power to provide for her children.
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in
Zimbabwe, and around the globe.
Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine
and Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into
hunger.
But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you.
Be involved this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope.
With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope
with our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to
Zimbabwe.
Jessica Mwedzi smiles with love for her children as she stirs a single
bowl of porridge for them...
...But she knows they’re hungry for more. This one bowl of porridge is all
she and her family can eat today: ‘My children crave a decent meal, but I
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can’t provide. We often go to bed on an empty stomach. It pains me to
send them to bed hungry.’
For Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for survival.
Like many women in rural Zimbabwe - 7 out of 10 rely on farming for
income and food - she toils on her farm, but nothing can grow on her
ashen, dry land.
Drought starves. Intensified by the climate crisis, and the effects of war in
Ukraine on global food production, it drives families into hunger.
Jessica recalls that ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my
crops just as they were about to bloom. It was so painful and
disheartening.’
You can help this loving mum turn hunger into hope
It’s unjust that drought - exacerbated by the effects of conflict and the
global pandemic - robs Jessica of the power to provide for her family. Her
husband is unwell, so she's the only breadwinner. Her children look up to
her, but she has nothing left to give.
Once before, when things were desperate, Jessica asked her neighbours for
food but she came home with nothing.
Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face of drought, her love for her
family gives her courage to stand strong - and we stand with Jessica.
My children give me the power to go ahead… I pray they have a better
future.
Jessica could grow drought-resistant crops, set up water taps on her farm,
learn how to grow food in the harsh climate.
Her dry, dusty land could transform into a garden of hope, abundant with
fresh food like tomatoes, beans and cucumbers.
She'll be proud of the fruits of her work, and she'll see her children enjoy
their first full meal in
months.With your gift
this Christian Aid Week,
families like Jessica's
won't go to bed hungry
tonight.
Hope does not
disappoint.
Hope lives in you.
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What’s Happening at
St Andrew’s, Timsbury
in May?

Tuesdays
Thursdays
Tuesday 10
Tuesday 24

Play Reading Group 2.00pm - 3.00pm
Little Seedlings pre school singing 1.45pm - 2.45pm
Coffee & Cake in the church from 10.30 – 11.30am
Celtic Prayer at 11am

Dates for your diary:
Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 July
Flower Festival: Green for the Queen
Come & enjoy our beautiful floral decoration & refreshments
Saturday 23 July St Andrew’s
Heritage Day. Find out about the history of our village and church
with local historians and speakers. Bring a picnic lunch.

Michelmersh Prize Draw
April 2022 Winners
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

Name withheld
Peter Hatcher
Name withheld

£71.40
£35.70
£20.40

Contact Mr Peter Hill 01794 523364 or the Benefice Office if you would like to join
in the monthly draw which raises funds for St Mary’s PCC.
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Easter decorations in our churches

On the font at Timsbury

Jane Thompson and Lynda
Tucker sent in some
excellent photos, from all the
churches.
Unfortuantely the printing
program will not let me copy
many of them today! We will
hope to include the others
next month

Cross and banners, Braishfield
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This page is blank due to current
difficulties with inserting photos
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Lent course and DEC collection for Ukraine
Collections for Ukraine were made at our two Lent
courses, and have been sent to the DEC fund. At the
Poppies sessions, £178.80 was collected. At the
Braishfield lunches, £192 was colected.
Sue Manners would like to thank everyone who made
and gave soup for the lunches.

Afternoon Tea in Braishfield Church Room
on the first Tuesday of every month

from 2.30pm
Meet old friends and make new ones enjoy the chance to chat
Drop in for a while or stay all afternoon
Tea/coffee and plenty of cake` for £3!

Dates for the next couple of months
Tuesday 3rd May
Tuesday 7th June
An event for the whole community
– all ages very welcome!
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Romsey Abbey Charity Lunchtime Recital in support of Ukraine
We are delighted to announce that the celebrated
Ukrainian concert pianist Ivan Hovorun will give a Lunchtime Recital in Romsey Abbey on
Tuesday May 17th at 1.00pm.
This is a return visit to the Abbey for Ivan and many will
remember his outstanding performance in 2021. When
invited to return this year Ivan said “I have pleasant
memories about Romsey and your very lovely public!”
Ivan’s programme will be:

Ivan’s visit to Romsey in May was arranged before the invasion of his home
country. Since then, he has been actively supporting relief charities by giving
recitals to raise funds. The proceeds from this recital will be donated by Romsey
Abbey to UNICEF Ukraine Appeal.
Admission is free and there will be a retiring collection and the opportunity to
enhance your donation using Gift Aid.
Seating will be first come, first served so do please arrive in good time as we
are expecting a large audience. The Recital will begin at 1.00pm and last for
just under an hour.

Ivan Hovorun is forging a reputation as one of the most acutely perceptive and
insightfully intelligent musicians of our time.
Born in Ukraine, Mr Hovorun’s piano studies began with his mother, herself a
talented professional musician, at the age of five and at the age of six went on
to study at the Krushelnytska Music High School.
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Ivan Hovorun first performed for the public of his native city at the age of nine.
He was only eleven when he first performed with a full orchestra, since when he
has been invited to perform annually with the Lvov Symphony Orchestra.
Mr Hovorun chose to pursue his higher musical studies in England, having been
awarded a scholarship in 2004 to study at the Royal Northern College of Music,
from which he graduated with a Master of Music degree in 2011.
Further information about Ivan Hovorun at https://www.ivanhovorun.com/
For further information email lunchtimerecitals@romseyabbey.org

Prayer for peace in Ukraine from Archbishops Welby
and Cottrell
Holy and Gracious God
We pray for the people of Ukraine and the
people of Russia; for their countries and their
leaders.
We pray for all those who are afraid;that your
everlasting arms hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death;
that they will choose for all people life, and life in all its
fulness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember
that you direct your people to turn our swords into
ploughshares and seek for peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired
by the wisdom and courage of Christ.
Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace for Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord have mercy.
Amen
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News from All Saints, Awbridge
We hope you all enjoyed your Easter Celebrations. Included in our
celebrations, as the first Easter in church since 2019, we had a school
service for Awbridge School, eggs at the Ark, Communion and amazing
flowers on Easter Day. A Family Easter Egg Hunt held on Easter Monday,
where everyone could enjoy the wonderful flowers, as well as finding
clues in the Easter story, leading to the empty tomb, of which our hollow
chocolate eggs are a reminder. With the ongoing situation in Ukraine we
included some Ukrainian Easter themes in our services as well.
Ukraine: We held a prayer vigil service in March and donations have
been made to the DEC from our Lent Courses and the Coffee Hub in
Church. The situation is in our prayers, thoughts and worship and we
have been able to listen to music specifically from Ukraine and for peace
in Ukraine. Members of the toddler group took sunflower seeds home
to plant for Mothering Sunday.
Our informal worship service in April looked at God our Creator and the
wonderful Creation we are all part of, as “the community of creation”.
With the current issues of climate change it is increasingly important that
churches engage with programmes to benefit the biodiversity of our
natural world as well as taking steps to reduce our carbon footprint.
Awbridge Fete and church plant stall: there will be a plant stall at the
fete on 14 May to raise funds for Awbridge church so do come along and
support it, if you have any plants to donate or would like to help, please
contact Trevor and Sheila Clewer.
There will also be a puzzle/game stall, donations please to Katie Walton.
Jubilee Flower Festival: Over the bank holidays 2/3 June and the
weekend of 4/5 June the church will be fully decorated to celebrate the
Platinum Jubilee. There will be special services on Sunday 5 June, with a
morning service of Holy Communion and an informal Songs of Praise
celebration in the evening at 7 00pm.
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Update from Romsey Deanery Overseas Partnership Group
(RDOPG)
How about visiting South Rwenzori next year?

For many years Romsey Deanery has been in partnership with South
Rwenzori Diocese in Uganda. Funds are raised by a number of donors
throughout the deanery as well as donations from some PCC’s including
Romsey Abbey. RDOPG has, in the past, supported tailoring and
carpentry workshops and tree nurseries which are now self sufficient.
Our partners’ greatest need from us continues to be money to enable
vulnerable children and orphans to be educated. Ugandan children
want to learn but school is neither free nor compulsory so many young
children miss out if they are orphaned or have a physical or mental
disability. Without help to pay the more expensive secondary school
fees young teenagers might be kept at home to look after younger
siblings, sent to work or even forced into marriage. RDOPG sends
regular sums of money to the South Rwenzori Diocese bank account to
pay the fees for more than 150 such children from the town of Kasese
and villages of Kilembe and Rwenzandi to attend local primary and
secondary schools.
The partnership committee has benefited from technology such as zoom
and we have been in fairly frequent touch with Bishop Nason who was
consecrated and enthroned during lock down. It was a great honour to
be able to share, by zoom, a prayer meeting during the pandemic for
the needs of his Diocese and our Deanery. He is keen for us to arrange
a deanery visit to South Rwenzori followed by his visit to us. We are
thinking that early in 2023 would be a good time for this. If you think
you would like to be one of the group please let me know. Not only
would it be arranged to meet the people, visit some schools and
churches but also to view the beautiful Rwenzori Mountains national
park and, after crossing the equator, experience a game drive in the
Queen Elizabeth national park, all these in the South Rwenzori Diocese!
Jane Horne 01794 521713
Treasurer RDOPG
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Bible readings for Sunday 1st May - 5th June
SUNDAY 1st MAY - 3rd Sunday of EASTER
For Old Testament Acts 9.1-6 [7-20]
For Epistle Acts 10.34-439.1-6 [7-20]
Gospel John 21.1-19
Psalm 30
SUNDAY 8th MAY - 4th Sunday of EASTER
For Old Testament Acts 9.36-end
For Epistle Acts 9.36-end
Gospel John 10.22-30
Psalm 23
SUNDAY 15th MAY - 5th Sunday of EASTER
For Old Testament Acts 11.1-18
For Epistle Acts 11.1-18
Gospel John 13.31-35
Psalm 148.1-6 or 1-end
SUNDAY 22nd MAY – 6th Sunday of EASTER - ROGATION SUNDAY
For Old Testament Acts 16.9-15
For Epistle Acts 16.9-15
Gospel John 14.23-29 or John 5.1-9 tbc
Psalm 67

SUNDAY 29th MAY – 7th Sunday of EASTER - Sunday after Ascension Day
For Epistle Acts 16.16-34
Gospel John 17.20-end

SUNDAY 5th JUNE – Day of PENTECOST - WHITSUNDAY
For Old Testament Acts 2.1-21
For Epistle Acts 2.1-21
Gospel John 14.8-17 [25-27]
Psalm 104.26-end
Updates and more All Saints,Braishfield information can be found at
www.asbchurch.org
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SERVICES FOR MAY 2022
SUNDAY 1st MAY - 3rd Sunday of EASTER
9.30am Awbridge
HOLY COMMUNION CW
T.Benson
9.30am Braishfield
FAMILY WORSHIP CW
A.Manners
10.00am Michelmersh (and Timsbury) MORNING WORSHIP and BAPTISM CW
J.Thompson
6.00pm Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER BCP
T.Benson
7.00pm Awbridge
BENEFICE INFORMAL WORSHIP
J.Thompson
SUNDAY 8th MAY - 4th Sunday of EASTER
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
6.00pm

Farley Chamberlayne HOLY COMMUNION BCP
T.Benson
Awbridge
MORNING WORSHIP CW
J.Thompson
Braishfield
MORNING WORSHIP CW
H.Rowe
Timsbury
FAMILY WORSHIP CW
J.Thompson
Michelmersh HOLY COMMUNION CW
T.Benson & J.Thompson
SUNDAY 15th MAY - 5th Sunday of EASTER

9.30am Awbridge
10.00am Timsbury
11.15am
2.30pm
6.00pm
6.00pm

HOLY COMMUNION CW
HOLY COMMUNION BCP

Farley Chamberlayne FAMILY SERVICE CW
Michelmersh BAPTISM
Michelmersh EVENING PRAYER BCP
Braishfield
EVENING PRAYER BCP

J.Thompson
T.Benson
T.Benson
T.Benson
J.Thompson
T.Benson

SUNDAY 22nd MAY – 6th Sunday of EASTER - ROGATION SUNDAY
8.00am Michelmersh HOLY COMMUNION BCP
9.30am Awbridge
FAMILY WORSHIP CW
9.30am Braishfield
HOLY COMMUNION CW
11.15am Farley Chamberlayne MORNING PRAYER CW
6.00pm Timsbury
EVENING PRAYER BCP

J.Thompson
Family Team
J.Thompson
tbc
Lay led

THURSDAY 26th MAY - ASCENSION DAY
7.30pm Romsey Abbey DEANERY SERVICE
SUNDAY 29th MAY – 7th Sunday of EASTER - Sunday after Ascension Day
10.00am Braishfield UNITED BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY 5th JUNE – Day of PENTECOST - WHITSUNDAY
9.30am Awbridge
HOLY COMMUNION CW
tbc
9.30am Braishfield
FAMILY SERVICE CW
tbc
10.00am Timsbury (and Michelmersh) MORNING WORSHIP CW tbc
6.00pm Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER BCP
tbc
7.00pm Awbridge
INFORMAL SONGS OF PRAISE
tbc
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