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All Saints
2 & 3 s

9.15-1lam *
Awbridge Village Hall
Come play, chat and
have fun together at
our relaxed, friendly
playgroup!

Activities for babies, toddlers, and preschoolers
Finishing with snack, story and song time
Tea/Coffee and biscuits for the grown-ups!

Sing Along

All welcome to join us on the 3rd Monday* of
each month during 2026 at All Saints Church
Room, Braish eld.SO51 0QH. Starting at
2.30pm until 4.00pm we will be singing some of
your favourite songs and providing song sheets
should you wish to sing along with us.

We would welcome anyone including those
with disabilities, carers, friends. We will serve
Coffee, Tea and Biscuits at the end and our

wish is that you enjoy the time together.
*Except July and August.

Hosted by Braish eld
Ukulele Musical Society.

o IS o~

This is a free event.
|If you would like more information or perhaps book us for an event contact|
9 | jhidalton@hotmail.co.uk
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Croatia with some church-crawling thrown in

There are several things you notice when you visit Croatia. In no particular
order: there is an amazing absence of vowels. So, somehow the word for a
town’s square is “Trg”. It is puzzling, but can explain why you never want to
play Scrabble with a Croat.

Another thing is the method of driving. Although many drivers, being tourists,
drive just like here, their own style of locomotion has a whiff of the
parasuicidal about it. So, you know if the car behind you is Croatian, as it will
be two feet from your rear bumper. Speed restriction signs are regarded as
challenges instead of limits. White lines in the centre of the road, especially
approaching bends, mean, to a Croat, “This is probably a good place to
overtake”. Indeed, the only people | found with a more intense suicidal
ideation when driving, are the Bosniaks. If you see a car with BiH on the
numberplate, it's best to pull over till they have shot past. If you're annoyed
by bad driving, it's better to holiday in Italy.

There are an awful lot of churches, chapels and roadside shrines. The
smallest of these, are, of course, denoting where some local has removed
their DNA from the gene pool; usually using a car in some way.

Croatia, where the local people are
ethnically Croats, is overwhelmingly
Roman Catholic. 85% identify as
Roman Catholic, and whereas one
might say that it doesn’t translate into
attendance, in fact, my observation has
been that churches there are often full,
and not with just older people. Sadly, in
anywhere other than the bigger towns,
the churches are often locked.

Lubenice (above) - perhaps the most
remote village in Croatia: high up on the island of LoSinj. Inhabited for over
4,000 years Resident population in 2025:- One! Number of churches that |
could count: Three, plus one ruin.

In the eastern parts of the country, where there were many ethnic Serbs, the
prevailing denomination is Serbian Orthodox. After the tragic “Homeland
War”- as it is known there, many Serbs left, or were driven out in “Operation
Storm”. So, one doesn’'t have to go far inland from Zadar into an area known
as the Krajina, or, to some, Vukojebina, where there are still ruined buildings,
and half abandoned villages. The Serb areas can also be identified by the
Cemeteries as the gravestones are inscribed in Serbian Cyrillic.
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Orthodox church in Kistanje (below). | spent some hours of my holiday
trying to decipher the inscription which seems to be in a script variant of
Serbian Cyrillic. | only really managed the last word: “naseg” which means
“ours” in English. Never mind: it kept me out of the local bars. I've always
had a secret ambition to play the organ in an Orthodox Church.

Now, we must go back to the ninth century
where two monks, who were evangelising
the Slavs (Saints Cyril and Metodius, who
probably lived in Thessalinika) decided that
the Greek Alphabet was not good for
Slavic pronunciation, so they decided to
invent one of their own. We call this
“Cyrillic”. This is used in Russia and
Bulgaria mainly. | thought | had mastered
this, and was feeling pretty pleased with
myself, only to find that the Serbs were
ahead of me and had their own version,
with some different letters! So, before each
holiday in Croatia, | have to do a bit of
revision. Well, as if that weren’t enough, for
some reason, probably to do with annoying
foreigners even more, our two saints and
their team, decided to invent a whole
different alphabet, called “Glagolitic” which was used almost exclusively in
the church. | hope you're following, because this is interesting. (Possibly- if
you are into obscure linguistic stuff.) In their services, until about 150 years
ago, both the Roman Catholics and the Orthodox used a language that was
not the local one, but known as “Old Church Slavonic”. Indeed, priests and
educated people in slavic countries, including Russia, could speak it to one
another. So rather like Latin was for western Europeans four hundred years
ago. But this was written in Glagolitic, which was the equivalent of turning it
into Martian for people like me. | am NOT learning the Glagolitic alphabet!
Serbian Cyrillic is bad enough. John Glasspool
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